CLINTON GOLF COURSE
Mid Maine Homeless Shelter
Tournament Guide

Thank you , Thank you !!
As the Executive Director of MMHS I am blessed to see
the celebrations everyday of new life , second chances.
YOUR support brings brighter days and changes futures. YOU give hope to the hopeless. YOU spread joy
at the meal table. YOU clothe the poor and spread warm
blankets for them. YOU provide support for young
adults to go to college. YOU provide a home when babies are born. YOU are the difference in over 500 lives
a year . YOU ARE OUR MIRACLE! THANK YOU !
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Dedicated to Steve and Paula Brown
This is the 20th Anniversary of the Mid Maine Homeless Shelter’s
Golf Tournament at the Beautiful Clinton Golf Course
The Mid-Maine Homeless Shelter held their first golf tournament in 1998
at the Brown’s Golf Course in Clinton, ME. It all started when Paul
LePage, then Chairman of the Board of the Mid-Maine Homeless Shelter,
meeting with his friends ,Steve and Paula Brown to discuss having a golf
tournament at the Brown’s private Golf Course. . Steve and Paula thought
it was a wonderful idea….and so began our 20-year relationship with
Steve and Paula who each year thereafter donated the golf course to the
Mid-Maine Homeless Shelter for their annual fundraiser, this has become
the biggest fundraiser for the shelter.
That first year in 1998, it was a walking course, no carts, with volunteer
caddies from the Messalonskee football team. The football players also
gave all the tips that they earned that day to the Mid-Maine Homeless
Shelter. The golfers met at Steve and Paula’s house, registration took
place in the driveway, food was cooked on the grill and in their kitchen.
It was wonderful!
As the years evolved, the course grew larger and was renamed the
Clinton Golf Course. They added golf carts, a beautiful club house, and it
has become a public golf course. We all appreciate the hard work of
Steve and Paula in making it such a beautiful course. It is always in
pristine condition.
The Mid-Maine Homeless Shelter owes a debt of gratitude to Steve and
Paula Brown for their generosity and continued support of the MidMaine Homeless Shelter for the last 20 years . The Mid Maine Homeless
Shelter is proud to dedicate this year’s 20th Anniversary Golf Tournament
to Steve and Paula Brown.
Thank you, Steve and Paula for helping the Mid-Maine Homeless
Shelter work toward its mission of ending homelessness one person, one
family, one child at a time.
Submitted by Jill Gilbert
Chair 20th Anniversary MMHS Golf Committee
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New in 2016 and 2017
Building Family Futures

is a homeless prevention pilot
program funded by Maine State Housing. 10 families in jeopardy
of losing their housing applied for and were selected to participate
in programming including our Rent Smart education and Financial
Skills Training as well as agreeing to Navigation Services. Our
Navigators work with the families to increase their housing stability, income, and housing supports. Outcomes for this program will
be available at the end of 2017.

Pathways To Opportunity (PTO) is a program focusing on assisting homeless youth with attaining their housing, education, and career goals through a partnership with Good Will
Hinckley (KVCC) and the Mid-Maine Homeless Shelter. The program utilizes an Education Navigator from GWH as well as a
Youth Navigator for the Mid-Maine Homeless Shelter to focus on
assisting young adults 18 through 24 with increasing their marketability by attaining technical training in our local tertiary schools.
We have started 2017 with 5 participants and expect the program
to grow rapidly.

Youth Empowerment Supports (YES)

is the program being offered to homeless youth housed on our second floor.
We now have the capacity to house 12 youth permanently. This
provides us with the unique opportunity to have a positive impact
on the homeless youth in our community. We plan to offer our new
guests much of the successful above described programming as
well as YES specific opportunities. Some of these opportunities
will include Case Management, Youth Navigation, Pathways to
Opportunity and Rent Smart. In addition, space has been included
on the second floor to operate a Prevocational Retail Sales Program. The new, yet to be named store will offer opportunities for
our guests to gain valuable retail, customer service, financial, inventory, marketing experience, and provide a method of distributing donations to our Youth and Shelter guests. We also plan to
incorporate a Young Adult Committee comprised of our guests to
manage second floor policies and issues as well as to get involved
in the community.
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CELEBRATING
our
tournament prize donors

CIANBRO
PEOPLE. PRIDE. PROGRESS

Proud to Support
Mid Maine Homeless Shelter

Ending Homelessness One Person, One Family, One Child at a Time
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With Deepest Gratitude
I wish to express my deepest gratitude to Governor Paul
LePage for the $50,000 Match from his charitable discretionary
fund to the Mid-Maine Homeless Shelter Golf Tournament in celebration of our 20th Anniversary Golf Tournament this year.
I sincerely thank the golf committee (Nancy Karter, Diane Pooler,
Jeanne LaPlante, Marie Cates, Nancy Roderigue, Shelly Simpson)
as they undertook the challenge and worked very hard to achieve
the goal of raising over $100,000 for the Mid-Maine Homeless
Shelter.
My deepest thanks to Steve and Paula Brown for their continued
generosity to the Mid-Maine Homeless Shelter. For 20 years they
have donated their golf course so we could continue to raise money
through our golf tournaments to help those less fortunate.
A very special thank you to our Corporate Sponsor, GHM Agency;
two Gold Eagle Sponsors, Colby College and Cianbro; Silver Birdie Sponsor, Sukeforth Family Foundation and to the many sponsors
and players who have supported the Mid-Maine Homeless Shelter
for 20 years.
I also want to thank the staff at the Shelter for their invaluable help
over the years and to all the volunteers who have helped with the
golf tournament year after year.
Most importantly, my heartfelt thanks and appreciation to all of you
for supporting the mission of the Mid-Maine Homeless Shelter:
Ending homelessness one person, one family, one child at a time.

Jill Gilbert, Chair
20th Anniversary MMHS Golf Tournament
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Interview with Governor Paul LePage (8/8)

“We have to change the hearts of
certain people.”
Q. Now, the final question. Same question in regards to the
future of the homeless shelter itself as a result of this event:
LePage: It’s amazing what they are doing. What they need
to do, is start paying attention. They need to tell the story,
because what’s happening in our system, in our society right
now, people really want homeless people to have a home,
they want them to go to work, they want them to be successful, but you gotta make sure that the 98% of the people are
thankful, and that the 98% of people understand that that
thanks [belongs to] the homeless shelter, that [they] are
making it.
The people at the homeless shelter have to market their
skills. We have to make sure businesses and citizens are
part of the system that, if you’re living and you’re making
money off society you have to help. We have to change the
hearts of certain people.

All the proceeds from
this Charity
Tournament will be
matched by the
Governor's Fund
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Interview with Governor Paul LePage (7/8)
Colby full page

Q. Final question now, and it’s a two-parter. Looking at the
future of this event, all of the work you have done so far and
all of the wonderful things that have happened as a result of
this, what would you like to see occur at future golf tournaments in regards to donations and participation?
LePage: I would like to see more support for people supporting holes. In other words, on the front end of the tournament people would come in and be a sponsor for a hole.
So you play eighteen holes, eighteen sponsors for a thousand dollars each, eighteen thousand dollars. My vision is
companies, people, really people that take a lot of state
money to survive on, why aren’t they helping the homeless
shelter? The hole should be a thousand dollar sponsor and
we should raise the rates of every player, because the player wants to help.
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MMHS GOLF TOURNAMENT: RULES FOR 2017


Carts are not to be driven on the main road from the 9th hole to
the 1st hole. Drive up to the clubhouse – and continue to the 1st
hole if not stopping for lunch.




Closest to the Pin – 4th/13th hole.*



Each player gets to try twice – Front nine is Hole 4, back nine is
hole 13.



You cannot use a mulligan to win closest to the pin!



There is only one prize for men and one prize for women.



Must take one drive per player over 18 holes.



Please keep up with the group ahead of you.



Please bring your score card to the clubhouse as soon as you finish playing.



Women play the red tees both front 9 and back 9.



Men play the white tees on the front 9, and blue tees on the
back 9.



Please No alcoholic beverages on the course.



Question that has been asked: if you start on the 8th hole, then
go to 9th hole, then you cross the road for the 1st/10th hole. Do
you count it as 1st hole or 10th hole?
You count it as 1st hole…..you do all the front 9 holes first,
then the back 9 holes.
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Interview with Governor Paul LePage (6/8)

“It’s all about helping and learning.”
LePage: I know what homelessness is. Not everybody that is
homeless wants to be homeless. It’s not their fault they are
homeless. I made a decision when I was eleven that it was easier to be homeless than it was to be beat every day. That’s what
happened to me, that’s why I’m so committed to homelessness.
Now has everybody I’ve met who was homeless legitimate?
No. [However], the overwhelming majorities have a good story
to tell, and it’s a believable and honest story.
The ones I am most compassionate about, people that
have been deployed two or three times and come back, lose
their jobs, hit a bump in the road and have nowhere to go because our federal government doesn’t always take care of their
people. We own a lot to our military. So I don’t know what the
answer is, and I don’t believe that everyone that’s homeless is a
martyr, but on the same token, most of them really need help.
It’s all about being sincere, honest and compassionate about trying to help people when they are down. I do it because I’ve
been there and I will always do it, because I’ve lived the American Dream; I lived the American Dream, from being homeless
at eleven years old, that’s amazing to me. How the hell I did it,
I have no idea. It’s all about helping and learning.
I had no idea how much help I could get at the shelter. I now have a
job and apartment, my children all live with me and I made some good
community support choices,, all because of the shelter Staff telling me
I could do it. —Thank you so much Sue ( previous Guest at MMHS)
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F.W. Webb

CART SPONSORS
The Last Unicorn

American Glass

Unique Concepts

Century 21
Chiropractic Family Health
Center
Paul and Diane Pooler

Scotty’s Pizza
Champions Fitness Club
Sheridan Construction

Labun Flooring

The Proper Pig
Lakeview Lumber

Raymond James
Ritual’s Hair Styling Salon

Houle’s

Pine View Homes

Hammond Lumber

Eye Care of Maine
McCormack Building Supplies
National Christian Foundation
Nicholson, Michaud and
Waterville Florist and Formal
Company
Wear

Good Morning and Welcome!
It takes a community working together to end homelessness one person, one
family and one child at a time. By all of you being here today we know the
Mid Maine Homeless Shelter has the support of our community and beyond.
On behalf of the Mid Maine Homeless Shelter’s board of directors, employees and guests, I want to say a heart-felt thank you to our Gold Eagle Sponsors: Colby College and Cianbro; our Silver Birdie Sponsor the, Sukeforth
Family Foundation, Our many Anniversary sponsors, Our Corporate Sponsor:
GHM Insurance, our Putting Hole Sponsor Joseph’s Fireside Steak House
and the many Patron sponsors.
It has been sacrifices of time and resources like yours and those who have
gone before you over the past 20 years that has brought us to where we are
today; a beautiful shelter on Colby Circle consisting of 48 emergency beds
and porta cribs and 17 floor mats, a newly built second floor made up of 12
transformational housing units for 18-24 year old young adults guided by 19
staff members, professionals and leaders and supported by over 17 different
programs designed to help families, children and adults in their journey to
end homelessness. The shelter is making a difference daily. For the last 3
years, 98% of guests remained stabilily housed a year after leaving the shelter. We could not do what we do at the shelter without the support of community members like you, so thank you!, thank you! Thank you!
This golf course is beautiful, enjoy your day! Sandy Myers, Board Chair

Corporate Sponsor
2017 “ Swinging Fore
Charity”

Friends of the Shelter
CDR Philip Spiller

PUTTING HOLE SPONSOR

Eric & Marilyn Leimbach
Jamie and Linda Saulter
Judy Gray
Heather Csontos
Kurt and Janet Anderson
Diane’s Travel
Inland Team 2013
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OPENING CEREMONY

HOLE SPONSORS

WELCOME:
Michael Roderigue


Financial Services

Jill Gilbert, Chair, 20th Anniversary Mid-Maine Homeless Shelter Golf
Tournament



Sandy Myers, Chair, MMHS Board of Directors

Don Schassberger
And

We would like to thank everyone: Jill & Sandy


Clinton Golf Course: Steve and Paula Brown



20th Anniversary Matching Donor :Governor Paul LePAge,



Gold Eagle Sponsors: CIANBRO and Colby College



Silver Birdie Sponsor: Rita & Doug Sukeforth – Family Foundation

Golf Committee:

Catherine Meikle

Diane Pooler, Jeanne LaPlante, Marie Cates,
Nancy Roderigue, Shelly Simpson, Jill Gilbert.
Nancy Karter (20 years).

Staff Support Team: Karyn Bournival, Tanya Fossett and Betty Palmer
All the Teams , volunteers, and many sponsors that you will see throughout

Special Thanks For Our Food Sponsors

this program guide. Please visit our sponsors and support them, they are
working together to create a brighter future for our community .
Local Investment Matters.
Presentation and announcement of total raised.: Governor Paul Lepage


Betty Palmer, Executive Director, Mid-Maine Homeless Shelter

Shot Gun Start :- Lets Swing Fore Charity! — Lets have Fun!

And All our Volunteer Bakers !!! YUM YUM
8
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HOLE SPONSORS

INTERVIEW WITH GOVERNOR PAUL LEPAGE
With this year being
the 20th anniversary
of the very first event
held to benefit the
Mid-Maine Homeless
Shelter, it was a great
honor to be able to
speak with one of the
founders and longest
contributors to the
event and the shelter,
Maine Governor Paul
LePage.

Are you

Kennebec
Anesthesia

Ready
To Party

T & K Friends
of the Shelter

Custom Window
Decorators

LePage has participated in the event each of its twenty
years, prior to becoming Mayor of the City of Waterville
and Governor of Maine. He served as board member of
the Mid Maine Homeless Shelter, and his desire to aid in
the Shelter’s mission has not diminished.
Also joining LePage for this interview is fellow participant
and President of Kennebec Federal Savings (KFS) Allan
Rancourt. Rancourt has also been a participant since the
tournament’s inception.

Thank you to Dakota Gendreau for the interview
and article .

FreshAir
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Follow this interview throughout the program: (Pages 10,12,16,19,
21, 27, 28 and 29)
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Interview with Governor Paul LePage (1/8)
Q:Thank-you for allowing us to do this. Let’s start with
the beginning of this tournament twenty years ago.
How did the tournament come about?
LePage: It all started with this: Allan
and I were good friends and I had just
started playing golf, and I played in a
couple of tournaments. I was on the
board [of the Waterville Homeless Shelter]. I was co-chair. I was there for a
long time and got thinking about talking
to some people about how much we
could make from a tournament, probably five to six thousand dollars. So we went out to the
Brown’s golf course and talked to them and they said they
would do it for nothing. We could make about ten grand !! At
the time we were in the red. We had no money. We wanted
to build a homeless shelter and we had a deficit in the budget. We did [the tournament] and we [raised] twelve thousand
bucks the first year.
After that, Allan Rancourt came in the second year and
helped me. He did the score and had some good ideas for
trophies and gifts and who to bring in to aid the tournament.
We wound up making at least ten grand a year. After we got
past the first year, we had enough money to operate the shelter and everything from the golf tournament went into [The
Mid Maine Homeless Shelter’s] wonderful new facility, so it

10

The most difficult aspect of being a young single parent is getting
my life together and working towards my education and long term
goals while taking care of and taking responsibility for another human being.
My experiences as a young parent are constant. It’s a full
time job, one thing after the other, every day of every week, always
busy, always rushing to get tasks completed. It’s all very exhausting
and wonderful. I love my daughter so much, and I’ll do anything and
everything for her.
In five years, I would [like] to have graduated from college
and moved into a bigger place with my daughter. In ten years, I want
to have a career that I love, and travel with my daughter. I hope to
develop great communication skills so I can maintain a stable career
[and] establish a healthy relationship with my employer. I want to
improve my parenting skills so that I can raise my daughter to be a
beautiful-hearted person with positive morals to live by.
A good parent is someone who has the best interest of the
child in mind, someone who puts the child first. A good parent will
always keep their child healthy and guide them down the right path.
A good parent is enthusiastic and dedicated, firm but nurturing and a
good parent will always be there for their child. To other single parents who have experienced homelessness, don’t raise your expectations too high, but don’t lose faith. No situation is forever. Life is
always changing. If you find yourself in a situation you feel you
can’t escape, just know that even in a year’s time, you could have
turned the page into a whole new chapter. You never know where
you end up.
Given the opportunity to speak to my 15 year old self, I
would advise her to finish school and go to college. I would tell her
to gain many wonderful experiences and to seek out adventures and
opportunities. I’d tell her not to worry about what others think of her,
but [to worry about] what she thinks of herself, and how she feels
about her own life. I would also tell her that she can do anything she
sets her mind to. I feel that with the right amount of motivation and
skills, my pipe dreams can become my reality.
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO OUR

HEAR HER STORY
With guidance from her father and the
MMHS Youth Empowerment Supports Program, a young woman begins writing a new
chapter in life for herself and her daughter.

GOLD EAGLE SPONSORS

From struggling single mother to aspiring career woman, Marie Lovering shares with us
the challenges of being a young parent, the
people who motivate and inspire her, and what
the future has in store.
Hear her story:
In all honesty, my life has been a challenge long before I became
an adult. I did not feel at all prepared when I left home. If I hadn’t left
school early, it may have prepared me better for my future. I felt that I
could not make healthy choices when faced with difficult decisions. It
took me the longest time to learn how to become stable.
When I left [my daughter’s] father, I was rescued and placed under my dad’s wing. Since a young age, my father has taught me three
things to have in life: Respect, Honesty and Integrity. It took me twentyone years to realize the value behind everything he taught. My father
always tried to teach me how to be a good person and carry a huge heart.
When he helped my daughter and I escape an abusive relationship, I
knew it was finally time to change everything in my life around. I was
very thankful for the opportunity to raise my daughter the right way.

GRATEFULLY SUPPORTED BY

SILVER BIRDIE SPONSOR

Living with my father wasn’t very easy. [My father] was great,
but the house itself was becoming unlivable. In the dead of winter, the
house started to fall apart. We had no heat and no water. When I called
Mid-Maine Homeless Shelter and explained my situation, they gladly
took me under their wing and they have helped me ever since. Within
my first week, I was offered the opportunity to be a part of the Youth
Empowerment Supports (YES) program.
So far, I love this program and everything that it comes with. I
like the support of everyone here. I love the fact that I am receiving help
and guidance in every area that I need it, but can still work to be independent.
22
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Interview with Governor Paul LePage (2/8)
Q: Let’s talk about the first event. You planned it, you organized it, your first event. What are your thoughts about how
the tournament went?
LePage: The thing I liked
about the first few events
was that the Skowhegan
Governor
football team LePAge
were caddies, and that was the
most fun, because you
could ride or you could
walk and you had caddies.
It was more fun with caddies than carts.
Rancourt: I think when we started there was a thirty-two
thousand dollar mortgage on the property and by the third
year, we paid it off.
LePage: Yeah and then we started putting money into the
building of the new facility. It was the capital campaign. My
first meeting, Doug Cutchin said ‘Welcome to the board. I
just want to foreworn you, this is the budget’ and there was
a line with a shortfall and it was like board commitment
eighteen thousand. We had to figure out a way to get eighteen thousand dollars and the tournament was how we started getting rid of the deficit. We gave some money and the
tournament has done [the shelter] a lot of good. The
Browns have been just phenomenal.
12

Interview with Governor Paul LePage (5/8)
“The challenge...for the homeless shelter is getting the younger generation involved.”
Q. So these next questions are about this year and the
future in your opinion. The first question is about this
year’s tournament, where we received a $50,000 match
donation. What does this mean to you about the success
of the event?
LePage: I tell you, all I can say is this: If Walter Simcock
and Doug were still living in Waterville, I’d call them and
say ‘look there’s a fifty thousand dollar match’ I don’t
know if they would pass it now. I’ll say this, I’ve been
away [from Waterville] now since 2010. I mean, I play
here for golf and friends I’ve known have left or passed
on, every year.
Major contributors pass on, and the challenge of the community and for the homeless shelter is getting the younger
generation involved. It’s getting the younger people involved, my daughter, who just graduated law school,
would make a salad every Thursday night and would bring
it to the homeless shelter.
Unless we get parents to get their children to continue
their volunteerism, it is going to end at some point. I
don’t know what’s happening in Waterville, I’m not saying it’s not happening, I just don’t know. I’m not a part of
it now and it’s very difficult.
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TEAM SPONSORS

Anniversary Sponsors

Governor LePAge
DR. JOHN MARGOLIS

Ted Helberg

DOMINIC DECHAINE

JILL GILBERT AND
PETER JOSEPH
20
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Anniversary Sponsors

Interview with Governor Paul LePage (4/8)
Q. So when you were pitching this tournament, you talked about
needing five thousand and you hit that goal. Were you expecting
that you would hit nearly double your goal?
LePage: No. I think it was ten. The first few years it was ten, twelve,
fifteen. It really got going and then everybody was having tournaments and they started to come down.
Rancourt: And when we started it, the golf course was private. You
could only get on there by being asked by the Browns, so it was a really big deal for them to donate all the proceeds. It was huge.
LePage: Huge. We’d go around and give water and soda and would
get everybody to donate. Joseph’s and the football team.
Rancourt: Joseph’s would donate hot dogs and hamburgers.
LePage: Then we started with the mulligans and the closest to the pin,
putting contest. The first few years were so fun because there were a
lot of golfers that were competitive, so you could raise a lot of money
because everything was donated.

Look at this Happy Face
HOLE IN ONE
Congrats Tom Davis
And Happy Birthday
Ted Helberg’ s Team 2014

KENNETH QUIRION
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LUNCH SPONSOR

BEVERAGE SPONSOR

The Famous MMHS
Sweater Girls - 2011 Charity
Tournament
Golf Committee : Nancy Karter, Jill
Gilbert, Diane Pooler. Jeanne
LaPlante and Marie Cates

GOLF BALL SPONSOR

GOLF TEE SPONSOR
Volunteers 2016 Tournament Day

Anniversary Sponsors
GOLF TOWEL SPONSOR

TOTE BAG SPONSORS

KEVIN AND DIANE JOSEPH

MMHS Board of Directors
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Interview with Governor Paul LePage (3/8)

PATRON SPONSORS

Rancourt: Without the Browns, it doesn’t work. Nothing
would work. Instead of making elven to twenty thousand
dollars, after green fees it would be three or four.
LePage: Four, five, if you’re lucky. The first year when
we had the caddies, the deal was you had the caddies from
the football team and you would tip [them], but the tip
goes to the shelter. Susan Roy was the catalyst that really
brought the shelter to where it is today. I mean the board,
Doug Cutchin, myself and Mike Marston, he was phenomenal. Mike Marston, Doug Cutchin, Dr. John Margolis
and I, the four of us, we would have these meetings and
we would throw ideas at the wall. We didn’t know what
was going to work or not, so when the tournament really
worked, it was only because of the Browns. The biggest
donation came from the Brown’s golf course, because they
didn’t charge anything.
In the early years, every day there were Colby volunteers down at the homeless shelter. They were staunch
supporters and there was a priest that was the Chaplin at
Colby. He used to recruit [Colby students] for the homeless shelter all the time. He was really good. Father Joe
and he would recruit, recruit, recruit volunteers.
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